Bring Focus To Your Organization by
Leveraging the Windows® Azure™ Platform

Build new business applications or extend existing ones into the cloud using familiar technology and tools.
Focus on delivering value to your customers and let Windows Azure manage the infrastructure

Need to bring your idea to market fast with the ease of pay-as-you-go? Need to reduce the costs of extending your
on-premises systems? Want to minimise the burden of IT management and remove the need to manage hardware at
all? It is not an all or nothing decision. With Windows® Azure™ you can have the best of both the on-premises and

cloud computing worlds.

Cloud Computing

Cloud computing is a hot topic both for IT and for busi-
ness. Many believe that a move from traditional IT infra-
structure to the cloud computing is inevitable for many
aspects of IT.

Cloud computing offers the potential to pay only for the
services or resources that you use, eliminating capital
expenditure and providing IT as a commodity utility. This
also frees up resources, providing more time to focus on
delivering IT that can provide both business value and
competitive differentiation

Introducing Windows Azure

Windows Azure is Microsoft’s cloud services platform. It
provides complete service hosting and service manage-
ment, so you can stay focused on building your cloud
applications.

Windows Azure’s flexible and interoperable platform can
be used to build new applications to run from the cloud,
or to enhance existing applications by providing cloud-
based capabilities. Windows Azure simplifies the mainte-
nance and operation of your business applications by
providing on-demand server capacity and storage so
you can host, scale and manage all of your web services
and connected applications via a central platform.

Benefits
Benefits of Windows Azure include:

- Automation of critical system management tasks,

enabling you to focus on the needs of your customers
and users.

- Scalable computing and storage capacity, eliminating
the need for additional hardware and enabling your
organisation to meet peaks in demand.

- Extending existing on-premises applications into the
cloud and promoting secure interaction with consum
ers, business partners and other chosen organisations.

- Providing the ability to pay-as-you-grow with
on-demand scalability.

- Reducing the time-to-market for new applications by
providing managed IT infrastructure.

Challenges

Understanding how to utilise Windows Azure for your
business is important. While Azure provides a familiar
developer experience, considering business and techni-
cal drivers is also vital. What is the best way to architect
an application to maximise the advantages the platform
provides? How do you integrate Azure with your existing
business? How can you migrate an application to the
platform? These are questions Ideaca can assist you with.

“Cloud computing is a reality, and it's a force that IT professionals need to quickly come to terms with. The
economic and social motivation for the cloud is high, the business need for speed and agility is greater than ever
before, and the technology has reached a level in which prudent investments in cloud services are fast and easy.”

- Network World, May 2009
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What is Windows Azure?

The Windows Azure Platform is a ‘Fabric’ of Virtual
Machines Providing a Set of Cloud-Based
Application Services in These Six Core Areas:

Compute Services

Hosting for web and compute components enables
massive scalability. With an on-demand capability, the
number of instances can be increased or decreased on
the fly. Billing is on a per hour basis and, with a man-
aged operating system, you are responsible only for the
application logic.

Microsoft Data Centres
Microsoft data centres provide availability, scalability

and continuity with state-of-the-art security processes.

Data centres are ISO/IEC 27001:2005 certified and SAS
70 Type | and Il compliant. Choose from data centres in
three regions worldwide: Europe, US and Asia.

Secure Data Storage

Windows Azure enables storage of massive quantities
of structured and blob data. Data is automatically
stored three times for resilience and security, with data
partitioning giving fantastic performance and scalabil-
ity. Data is available through an industry-standard REST
programming model.

Rich Coding Environment

Developers can easily create applications and services
using familiar programming models and tools such as
Visual Studio 2008 and 2010. Deployment to the cloud
is quick and painless. A local development fabric is also
provided that allows for rapid development and
debugging.

Service Management

The Windows Azure fabric controller provides auto-
matic management, provisioning and scaling. Provi-
sioning includes staged management of application
updates. The fabric automatically monitors the health
of servers, restarting failed instances without user inter-
action.
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Windows Azure Platform

The Windows Azure Platform, combined with your
current applications, creates new opportunities to
reach and interact with customers and business part-
ners via the Internet.

Windows Azure

Windows Azure delivers service hosting and service
management for web and compute intensive applica-
tions.The other key components of the Windows Azure
Platform are the AppFabric Service Bus and AppFabric
Access Control along with the Windows Azure Content
Delivery Network (CDN).

SQL Azure

SQL Azure is a web-based, distributed relational data-
base that extends the capabilities of SQL Server into
the cloud.

Relational Database

SQL Azure is a fully relational database in the cloud.
Provides high availability and fault tolerance. With no
physical administration required, you can provision a
production database in seconds. It provides excellent
symmetry with on-premises SQL Server, giving a
familiar development process.
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for more details visit www.ideaca.com/cloud




